
Pine Class Newsletter  

Term 2—Week 2 

Our Learning  
This week we have learnt these new sounds in our phonics  
lessons: i-e, u-e, o-e and c (as in mice).  
Split digraphs used to be known as the ‘magic e’ (which isn’t allowed anymore!) as 
they change the vowel sound in the middle of the word like this: 

In English we have started to look at The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark. We 
have been writing about the main character, Plop, as well as how we feel about the dark. We have 
been using the word ‘because’ to make longer sentences.  

In maths we have been looking at ‘fact families’ and also at subtraction. We have used lots of  
different resources to understand what subtraction looks like. 
 
Christmas songs  
We have begun to practise our Christmas songs this week! Hurrah! If you would like a copy of the 
songs to practise at home then please send in a named memory stick for us to put the music onto for 
you. We can’t promise that there aren’t a few ‘ear worms’ in there though! 
 

Homework 

Now our lovely class have settled into Pine Class, we are going to start setting a small amount of 
homework each week as well as reading. Today, the children have been given a new ‘phonics home-
work’ book. In there is a sticker with the dates on and also the sounds we have learnt this week. 
Usually, homework will be given on a Thursday and due back the following Wednesday.  

We would like the children to simply write one word for each sound we have learnt each week. If 
they would like to challenge themselves then they can write a sentence including a word using each 
of the new sounds. (eg ’I hope we go swimming this weekend). Please return the books on Wednesday 
next week so we can see their lovely work and make sure we can set the following week’s homework.  
 
You will also find your child’s ‘Numbots’ username and password inside the front cover of their con-
tact book. We have reminded the children  how to login and use the games. 2 or 3 short sessions 
each week would be great to start off with - or whenever you can fit it in! The more the  
children play, the more they will progress through levels to increasingly challenging tasks. Please let 
us know if you child is finding any of it too tricky.  

Also in your child’s contact book is some work inspired by the book The Magical Yet that we did 
right at the beginning of Pine Class.  
 

Remembrance Day 
We spoke to the children today about why we buy poppies and what Remembrance Day is all about. 
We went into the hall for the two minutes silence and to look at a plaque with the names of old 
Ightham pupils who had not made it back from the First World War. 
 
Show and Tell 
Chartwell children spoke beautifully today about the items they had brought in to show and tell. Mil-
lie showed us her Daddy’s medals and beret from when he was a soldier which was apt for a Remem-
brance Day show and tell!  Next week, children in Oldbury bring in their items to talk to us about.  

Reading 
As usual, please make sure reading books are sent in every day. We will keep them in school on a 
Thursday night ready to change them on a Friday morning.  
See you on Monday! 
Miss Allen and Mrs Pollen  


