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Ightham Primary School Newsletter 

 

Key Dates 

Tuesday 20th July 

Class Sports Days – Year 1 and 

Year R 

Wednesday 21st July 

Oak (Y6) Leavers’ Assembly 
(2.00pm) 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

This is the last newsletter of what has been an extremely challenging year for us all. As I’m 
sure you’re aware, this has not been the final full week in school that we all hoped for. Our 

Year 3 and Year 5 classes have been required to isolate, in line with Government guidance, as 

well as a few members of our After School Club. Twelve members of staff, plus our Sports 

Coach Mr Dickinson, have also been required to self-isolate. I am sure you will appreciate that 

this has placed a considerable strain on those members of staff that are still in school. We are 

looking forward to welcoming back our Year 5 class on Tuesday once their isolation period 

ends. 

 

I would like to take a moment, if I may, to reflect on the work of all our staff whose work and 

commitment this year has been so commendable.   Extraordinary resilience, determination, 

dedication, professionalism and good humour have brought us through almost to the end of 

the year. Reacting to often-changing circumstances, they have sustained the children’s 

academic progress whilst always supporting their wellbeing and personal development. Thank 

you. 

At this time of year, we always sadly say goodbye to much-valued members of our team. 

Many of you will not know Mary Fowlie who has been our School Counsellor for the last 

fifteen years. Those of you that do know Mary will be aware of the fantastic work she has  

 

Issue 28 2020-2021 

Term Dates 

Term 1- 1st September 2021 to 22nd October 2021 
 
Term 2 - 1st November 2021 to 17th December 2021 
 
Term 3 - 4th January 2022 to 11th February 2022 
   
Term 4 - 21st February 2022 to 1st April 2022  
 
Term 5 - 19th April 2022 to 27th May 2022 
 
Term 6 - 6th June 2022 to 22nd July 2022 
    

Staff Development Days 

1st September 2021 

1st October 2021 

17th December 2021 

27th May 2022 

6th June 2022 

 

Friday 16th July 2021 
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Attendance 

Attendance for this 

week is as follows: 

Acorn – 94.23% 

Pine – 92.84% 

Chestnut – 96.45% 

Elm – 93.62% 

Oak – 98.28% 

 Lateness 

The number of 

“lates” recorded this 

week were as 

follows: 

Acorn – 0 

Pine – 0 

Chestnut – 0 

Elm – 0 

Oak – 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

done during her time with us and we are very grateful to her for all she has done. I wish Mary 

well for the future. 

We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Hastings and Mrs Court at the end of this term. Mrs Court’s 
last day in school is today. I would like to thank them both, on behalf of everyone at the school, 

for everything they have done for the children at Ightham and to wish them both well for the 

future. 

Mrs Burnside, our trainee teacher, is also leaving us today. She has secured a teaching post at 

Slade Primary School teaching Year 6 and I wish her well in her new career. 

The class moving up morning on Monday will, unfortunately, not be able to go ahead as this 

would involve significantly increasing the number of contacts for children and staff. The safety 

and wellbeing of our community is my priority, as I am sure you will understand. 

We were delighted to be able to host the Year 2 Sports Day yesterday morning. Finally, the 

weather was kind to us, and it was lovely to be able to welcome Year 2 parents to a school 

event for the first time in at least eighteen months.  All being well, Year 1 Sports Day will go 

ahead on Tuesday next week between 9.15am and 10.15am. This will be followed by Reception 

Sports Day between 1.30 and 2.30pm.  

We will, sadly, be saying goodbye to our lovely Oak Class children on Wednesday next week. 

They have been able to take part in a number of outdoor transition activities this week such as 

a Birds of Prey workshop and a Comedy Workshop. Our Year 6 children have been a 

particularly wonderful group of children and we will all miss them very much. On behalf of 

everyone at Ightham, I wish them well at their new schools in September. 

We are introducing a new Management Information System (MIS) in school from the beginning 

of September and this has meant a lot of additional work for our Office Team. Our current MIS 

is very dated and we are confident the new system will be far better. You may, therefore, see 

one or two changes in September. For example, we shall be able to move from separate 

systems such as Parentmail and Parentpay to one new system. We shall provide more details in 

the new academic year. 

Attached to this newsletter is a poster with information about KCC’s Reconnect Programme 
which is being run over the summer holidays. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you for all your unstinting support over the last 

year. It has helped me and the staff team no end as we’ve all tried to navigate our way through 
extremely testing circumstances. On behalf of everyone at Ightham, may I wish you and your 

family a very happy summer holiday. The children return to Ightham on Thursday 2nd 

September. If your child is transitioning to secondary education, please do check their start 

date as it may well be different to Ightham’s!  

Mr D Sherhod 

Head Teacher       
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The Gold Cup was awarded to:  Ava in Year 6 

 

Head Teacher certificates were awarded to: 

 

Year R – Isobelle and Ethan M 

Year 1 – Tilly and Charlie 

Year 2 – Eleri, Jackson and Mollie 

Year 4 – Ava and Zach B 

Year 6 – Lydia, Jack and Imogen 

 

Well done to all! 

 

 

 

Pupil achievements this week are as follows: 

 

Congratualtions to Ethan in Year 6 who passed his Grade 1 piano exam with 

distinction. 

 

Conratulations too, to Arthur and Kaiden in Year 1 who received their orange 

belts in karate this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pupil Achievements 

Ightham Primary School Newsletter 

Ightham Values 

Caring 

Respect 

Responsibility 

Tolerance 

Aspiration 

Honesty 

 

Ightham Vision 

Pupils should 
leave Ightham 
School with their 
understanding 
deepened, their 
minds enriched, 
and their hearts 
inspired, so that 
they love 
learning and 
embrace the 
challenges of the 
future. 

 

 

  Gold Cup and Head Teacher Certificates 


