IGHTHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
29th January 2021
Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope you and your family are keeping safe and well.
I’m sure that many of you will have been following the news this week and will have
picked up on the statement regarding school closures, but for those of you who may not
have had the chance to see it yet, I want to make sure everyone is as up to date as possible.
It has been rare, since the start of the pandemic, that schools have been provided with much
clarity or advance notice, but we now have at least some certainty about what will be
happening in the coming weeks. The key announcements from Parliament are as follows:




The earliest schools might ‘begin to re-open’ will be Monday 8th March, which is the
start of the third school week after the half-term holiday;
There will be a plan/review set out on Monday 22nd February (the first day after the
half-term holiday), with further updates;
When the decision to return has been made, schools will get two weeks’ notice of
this.

Sadly, this means that we have at least four more school weeks of home-learning. I know
that this will be bitterly disappointing for many families and the children, but I hope that it
provides some hope that there might be an end in sight, at least in terms of getting the
children back into school.
Children’s Mental Health Week Virtual Assembly – A Reminder
Oak National Academy has teamed up with charities Place2Be and BAFTA Kids to create a
free assembly for Children's Mental Health Week 2021, celebrating this year’s theme of
“Express Yourself”.
Set your reminders for 9am on Monday 1st February and spread the word as Blue Peter’s
Lindsey Russell and CBBC Presenter Rhys Stephenson host the assembly alongside some
other special well-known faces…!
The assembly will be available on demand if you aren't able to make it at this time.
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TEAMS
You will find, attached to this parentmail, a guide to help you navigate TEAMS if you have
not yet done so. In order to support our families, work will be uploaded onto the school
website for one more week and this will cease at the end of next week. The vast majority of
families appear to have now accessed TEAMS. If you have not yet done so, I would
encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Please do let the class teacher know if you are
having issues.
Closure of Registration for the Children of Critical Workers
School has been back for four weeks and operating within the constraints of Lockdown 3.
This has given sufficient time for Critical Workers to have registered their details and the
wish for their children to attend School.
In exceptional circumstances, such as a change of job that falls within the current legal
definition for “Critical Worker” category, then please contact the School Office so that the
details, including registration requirements, proof of employment, etc. can be sent to you
for completion.
PASS Virtual Sports Lessons and Clubs
We will be posting some bitesize wellbeing activity videos on our website which you will
be able to share with your child. You will also find a series of Mindfulness, Wellbeing and
Yoga videos for children that can be shared. Please follow the link to our website:
www.passltd.org/childrens-wellbeing
Oak National Academy
The Oak National Academy provides resources for children. This is a collection of lessons
and online learning that has been backed by the government. The feedback I have received
from a number of our parents has been very positive. You can access all the resources here:
https://www.thenational.academy/information-for-parents-pupils/
The Oak National Academy also has an archive of “live” assemblies that were first
broadcast over the internet in summer 2020.
https://classroom.thenational.academy/assemblies/
Parish Magazine
The link below will take you to a digital copy of the Parish Magazine for February.
https://online.fliphtml5.com/thbfa/feko/
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We Are With You
A parent very kindly told me about this organisation which is available to help families
needing support.
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/help-and-advice/find-service/how-we-help-mentalhealth/
Kind regards,

Mr D Sherhod
Head Teacher

Head Teacher: Mr D Sherhod, BSc(Hons) , PGCE, NPQH
Oldbury Lane, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 9DD
Tel: 01732 882405
www.ightham.kent.sch.uk

